
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 “What’s the point?” That question is one of the 

most innate and often asked questions in the history of 

mankind. Whether it’s an ancient philosopher 

contemplating the meaning of life, or a teenager 

questioning his parents’ directives, the question 

resonates with every person who has ever stepped foot 

on this earth. Some spend their whole lives searching 

for an answer to that question; while others seem full 

of confidence that they have it down pat. The quest to 

find purpose can motivate; it can frustrate; it can 

puzzle; it can disappoint. “What’s the purpose? 

 There can be no such question asked when it comes 

to Jesus’ arrival on this earth. The whole Bible from 

Genesis 3:15 to Revelation 22 lays out Christ’s eternal 

purpose clearly. Yet, it’s a purpose that many mis-

understood when Jesus came into this world; and it’s 

a purpose that many in the world are still uncertain 

about.  

 The three lessons chosen for this Sunday are 

explicit in speaking to Jesus’ purpose. As we listened 

to those lessons, we heard words like “build” and 

“establish”; “rescue”, “redeem” and “reconcile”; ac-

tions such as “showing mercy”, “raising up salvation”, 

“remembering covenants”, and “bringing for-

giveness”; and purposes like “enabling service” and 

“holding all things together.”  

 What was Jesus to do when he came into this 

world? In a word: everything! Everything that sin 

wrecked, warped, or destroyed, Jesus came to take 

care of.  

 Sin shattered the relationship between God and 

mankind, so Jesus’ purpose was to reconcile that 

relationship and carry out the covenant promise of 

mercy that God made with his people in love.  

 Sin had ushered in a reign of terror at the hands of 

the devil, so Jesus’ purpose was to rescue us from 

his accusations and bring us forgiveness when we 

still fall to his temptations.  

 Sin held man captive to death, so Jesus came to 

redeem us from death by paying the freedom 

giving price.  

 Sin made us self-serving, and at the same time 

self-destructive, so Jesus came to change our 

hearts and motivate us to serve for the good of 

God and others.  

 It was all the plans of God the Father that Jesus 

came to fulfill; it was all the hope of mankind that 

Jesus came to make certain. This was his purpose, 

made clear by Scripture. But that purpose also came 

with a burden.  

 Every one of us knows the burden of purpose in 

some way or another; it might be as an employee, 

employer, or business owner; a teacher or parent; a 

student or child; a husband or wife. If I have a purpose, 

it means I have responsibility and am accountable. Our 

responsibilities can cause us stress and worry; they can 

fuel frustration; they can cause us to chafe under the 

pressure of expectation.  

 Now consider again the purpose for which God 

sent his Son into the world. That purpose for which he 

came brought with it the heaviest of burdens. His 

purpose came with the expectation of perfection; his 

responsibility was the salvation of all mankind; the 

burden of our eternity was upon his shoulders. Who 

could hold up to such burden? Who could carry out 

such a purpose?  

 It was a burden only One could bear. It was a 

purpose only One could accomplish. The one who 

took on this burden for humanity needed to be human 

himself; the one who completed this purpose to save 

mankind needed to be a man. But he also needed to be 

God – because no man could withstand such a heavy 

burden upon his shoulders; no man could carry out 

such a tremendous purpose. It’s why we rejoice greatly 

in the birth of Christ. Christmas brings the arrival of 

God’s Chosen One – the God-man. Jesus was born 

with purpose; a purpose that only he could 

accomplish; a burden only he could bear. And though 

we can contribute nothing to Christ’s work; his birth 

does give us purpose.   

 Though Christmas is celebrated more and more, it 

is astounding in a terribly sad way that the purpose of 

the birth that is at the heart of Christmas is under-stood 

less and less. Billions of people living on this earth 

right now celebrated Christmas two days ago; billions 

of people living on this earth right now know the name 

of Jesus. But do they know why he was born into this 

world? Do they understand just how crucial his arrival 

on this earth was? Do they know what Jesus came to 

do for them? Do they know that he is the only way to 

heaven? 
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 How important it is then, during this Christmas 

season, to also think about our purpose on this earth. 

And we can find that purpose as we look again to those 

three lessons that are printed in our worship folders. 

We already looked at what those three lessons 

proclaimed about Christ’s purpose; now I would like 

you to look at who it is that made those proclamations. 

In 2 Samuel, it was a man named Nathan; in 

Colossians, it was a man named Paul; in Luke, it was 

a man named Zechariah; the proclamations about 

Jesus’ purpose came from the mouths of men.  

 And it wasn’t just these three men; we look 

through the pages of Scripture and who do we find 

proclaiming Christ and his purpose? From time to 

time, it is the very voice of God that gives us a 

proclamation. Occasionally, the proclamation comes 

from an angel sent by God from heaven. But far and 

away, the majority of the proclamations that we hear 

about Christ and his purpose come from God’s other 

messengers – they are heard through the lips of God’s 

people.  

 Whether it be the prophets, the apostles, or faithful 

believers, the Bible is full of men and women who 

were clear in their own purpose. Their purpose was to 

proclaim why Jesus came into the world.  

Are you so clear in your purpose? Perhaps, right now, 

you are thinking about everything that will come back 

onto your list of duties and obligations when your 

Christmas break is over. Maybe you are overwhelmed 

by how multi-purposed your life has become. Or 

maybe you are wrestling with uncertainty as you try to 

find your purpose. In a world where it can be difficult 

to find purpose, where it can be easy to become overly 

multi-purposed, use Christ’s birth and the pro-

clamation of what he came to do for you to find 

forgiveness for the times you lose focus. Use his birth 

to find the purpose he has now given to you as his 

forgiven Christians. 

 Our words will not be recorded in the pages of the 

Bible, – I, for one, am thankful for that - but our 

purpose is exactly the same as those prophets, 

apostles, and believers who we hear from in God’s 

Word. In the same way that Christ’s purpose was 

proclaimed by Nathan, it can be proclaimed by you. In 

the same way that Christ’s purpose was proclaimed by 

Paul, it can be proclaimed by you. In the same way that 

Christ’s purpose was proclaimed by Zechariah, it can 

be proclaimed by you. 

 When we know why Jesus came, when we 

understand his purpose, when we are confident in his 

work, we have purpose on this earth. God keeps us 

here after faith has been worked in our hearts and it is 

so that we might become one of those proclaimers of 

Jesus’ purpose. What a privilege and responsibility 

that is!  

 Go and proclaim before Christmas fades too far 

into the world’s rearview mirror. Proclaim the purpose 

for which Jesus came into the world. Proclaim because 

it is the purpose which Christ has now given to you! 

 

 


